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proved, that upwards of thirty students have
left the school to attend other anatomical
and surgical lectures ; and does not this,
Sir, speak more than volumes that I could
say upon the subject *! There is not a pupil
in the Uuiversity who does not fed luoud
in mentioning as his preceptors, the name of
a Bennett or a Grant, a Thomson or a Tur-
ner, a Davis or a Conolly; and surely, Sir,
there are other lecturers, men of eminence
and talent, by whose appointment to the
chairs of anatomy and surgery the splendid
hopes of the London University might be
realized. It might then fear no competition ;
no rivalling would then dim its lustre, or
detract from its merit, for it would be
founded upon the talent and the industry of
those who have devoted their lives to the
cause of science, and to the benefit of man-
kind. I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant, !
A SENIOR STUDENT OF THE LONDON
UNIVERSITY.
London University, Feb. 22, 1831.
TWO CASES OF
OSTEO-SARCOMA.
By JAMES DOUGLASS, Esq., Surgeon.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. Sir,-Should
you deem the followillg- cases of osteo-sarcoma of
sufficient importance, I shall be obliged by your
giving them a place in THE LANCET. I consider
the first case interesting in a practical point of view,
by showing to what an extent the disease may pro-
ceed and affect the adjacent soft parts, without
rendering the operation inadmissible, and by show-
ing how little danger is to be apprehended from
haemorrhage, even when no precautionary means
are used to,prevent it. I remain, Sir, your obedient
servant, 
JAMES DOUGLASS.
Quebec, Nov. 27, 1830.
CASE1.&mdash;Archibald Mackinnon, a stout,
healthy-looking man, of light complexion,
and 46 years of age, applied to me in Decem-
ber, 1826, on account of a cancerous ulcera-
tion of the right half of the lower lip, which
he said had existed eighteen months, and
for which different remedies had been used
externally and internally, without in the
least checking its progress. I recommended
the removal of the diseased 
---part, which was
done the following day. A triangular por-
tion embracing half of the lip was removed,
the edges were brought together by two
stitches, and the wound healed by the first
intention.
During the following year, 1827, I saw
him repeatedly, he enjoyed good health,
attended diligently to his business (that of
Stevedore), and there appeared no tendency
to return of disease. In February, 1828, he
pointed out to me a tumour occupying a
situation between the fangs of the last molartootli and the base of the lower jaw ; it was
about the size of a split hazel nut, and gave
no pain on pressure ; he referred it to a blow
received on the part with a crow-bar two
years before. Considering it to be a case of
osteo-sarcoma, I recommended the removal
of the tumour together with the portion of
bone to which it was attached, but to this
measure he would not consent. In illay the
tumour had extended in every direction, and
had greatly interfered with the opening of thejaw ; the submaxillary and sublingual glands
were enlarged and indurated, but moveable,
and an opening bad formed at the fangs of
the second molar tooth, from which he daily
squeezed out a quantity of very offensive
cheesy matter, occasionally intermixed with
minute spiculae of bony matter. In August
the jaws were firmly closed, the glands on
the right side were greatly enlarged, and
firmly attached to the bone. The integu.
ments covering the tumour were very thin,
and in one place ulceration had taken place.
and from the opening the cheesy matter was
subsequently discharged ; his general healtli
had begun to suffer, he had become emaciat-
ed, and passed sleepless nights. Iu Decem-
ber Dr. Caldwell saw him, in consultation,
and as the only chance of prolonging his
existence, urged him to submit to the ope-
ration, to which, after some delay, he con.
sented, and then suddenly became extreme-
ly anxious to have it performed. The tu-
mour at this time extended from the right
incisor to the angle of the jaw, the external
ear was pushed backwards, downwards the
tumour reached to within two inches of the
clavicle, and by removing two molar teeth
which lay loosely embedded in the diseased
mass, the finger was introduced into the
mouth and the tumour found nearly filling it,
pushing the tongue upwards and to one side.
The submaxillary and sublingual glands did
not seem consolidated, though both were
firmly attached to the bone, and the latter
involved the base of the tongue.
On the 20th of January, 18i9, I proceed-
ed to the operation, assisted by Drs. Cald-
well and Painchaud, and in presence of
Messrs. Pearson and Nowland, students.
The patient being seated with his head re-
clining a little backwards, and supported by
Dr. Caldwell, an incision was made from the
left commissure of the lips to the base of the
jaw, this incision was continued along the
base to the angle, another incision was then
made commencing above the zygoma and
continued downwards, crossing the last at
right angles, and extending two inches fur-
ther down the neck. The flap thus formed,
consisting of the whole of the cheek and
lower lip, was dissected from the surface of
the tumour and thrown upwards; during this
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stage of the operation the coronary and facial During the summer, until the beginning
arteries were in succession divided, and tbf of October, he worked hard at his business
bleeding promptly arrested by Dr.Painchaud, and without any appearance of return of dis-
whose ready and effective assistance mainly ease, although he had difficulty in speaking
contributed to the success of this part of the loud in consequence of the existence of a
operation, for, independently of the vessels sinus when the ulcerated portion of iutegu-
under his fingers, the whole exposed surface ment had been taken away. In October, a
of the tumour bled profusely. The flap gland situated over the right clavicle in.
being held up, the left incisor was extracted, flamed and suppurated, and soon after the left
and the bone very readily sawn across by submaxillary gland inflamed and suppurated
means of the common saw. The origin of the freely. In February, 1830, matter had
masseter was then divided, and the temporal formed behind the mastoid process on the
muscle freed from its attachment to the right side, and a sinus extended upwards
coronoid process, the difficulty of accom- under the zygoma, from which a copious
plishing this was much diminished by the purulent discharge issued. In March he
previous division of the bone. The lining was confined to the house with difficulty
membrane of the mouth being separated of breathing and cough, and considerable
from the bone, as well as the morbid attach- weakness. In May, about twenty ounces of
ment of the glands, the symphysis was pull- arterial blood were suddenly lost from the
ed outwards, the pteregoid muscles divided, sinus under the zygoma ; from this time he
and the bone dislocated and removed, hav- failed rapidly, his cough and the accumula.
ing the greater part of the parotid adherent tion of matter in his mouth kept him constant.
to it. On dislocating the bone the patient ly awake. He lingered on until the begin-
fainted, and, being reclined, was in moment- ning of July, and died suddenly, apparently
ary danger of suffocation by the insinuation of from suffocation occasioned by the entrance
blood into the larynx. On his recovery the of matter into the windpipe. His death
remainder of the parotid was dissected out ; was not known until, owing to the extreme
the submaxillary was then removed, but heat of the weather, putrefaction had far
being much enlarged and extensively at- advanced, and become such as to render a
tached it was found necessary to tie the ex- post-mortem examination of his body im.
ternal carotid ; the sublingual was then re- practicable.
moved, by cutting it and the muscles sur- CASE 2.&mdash;John Glover, a robust, healthy.
rounding it, from the base of the tongue, and looking farmer, 28 years of age, consulted
by dissecting out a prolongation which was me respecting a tumour on the right side of
firmly united to the right side of the thyroid the lower jaw, which he said had existed
cartilage. The ulcerated portion of cheek nine months, and was latterly increasing
was finally removed. very fast. On examination I found a tumour
Before dressing, the wound presented an as large as a waliiut, very firm and resisting,
appalling appearance ; the upper j aw, tongue, involving the fangs of the three molar teeth,
larynx, and pharynx, were exposed; the and covered by the anterior portion of the
pteregoid processes, the mastoid and styloid masseter muscle, the jaws were closed so as
processes, were cleanly dissected. The with difficulty to admit of the insinuation of
wound was dressed by retaining the edges the bowl of a tea-spoon between them;
together with sutures and slips of adhesive there was some though not great pain on
plaster, after which he walked firmly, and pressure ; I removed one of the molar teeth
without assistance, to bed. - which was carious, its extraction was fol-
21. Had passed a tranquil night with lowed by considerable heemorrhage, but no-
some hours sleep ; pulse 108 ; slight thirst ; thing satisfactory could be learned respect.
the lower lip was livid, and its circulation ing the state of the jaw. Having called Dr.
seemed very languid. Caldwell, assistant-surgeon of the 15th
24. On removing dressings, found the Regiment, in consultation, it was resolved
corner of the lower lip had sloughed, the to try the effects of iodine externally and in-
rest of the wound, with the exception of ternally ; the patient was accordingly sup-
the part whence the ulceration of the cheek plied with a quantity sufficient to last a
had been removed, healed by the first in- month, and went to his home, a distance of
tention. sixty-five miles, with the intention of re-
27. Performed the operation for hare-lip turning again after the lapse of that period
to remedy the loss of substance by slough- of time. On his return, on the 17th of Sep.
ing, which succeeded. From this period he tember last, the tumour was found to have
continued daily to improve ; on the 15th day increased in size, and the jaws to be more
from the operation he walked out, and on firmly closed ; when, he being very anxious,
the 27th day he returned home, a distance it was determined to remove the tumour
of two miles from the city, much fatter, and correspoding portion of jaw-bone on the
healthier, and more comfortable than when following day, with the assistance of Dr.
he entered it to undergo the operation. Caldwell and Mr. DL1f.l1ford,-.Thejatient
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being seated, and his head reclined back-
wards, an incision was made extending from
the chin to the angle of the jaw, and a second
from the anterior part of the zygoma to the
angle, this triangular flap was then dissect-
ed upwards from the surface of the tumour,
which was found to consist of a dense semi-
cartilaginous structure with bony deposi-
tion ; the lower edge of the jaw-bone being
found to all appearance perfectly healthy, it
was proposed by Dr. Caldwell to endeavour
to save sufficient to serve the purpose of
a natural splint by which the divided ends
of the bone would not only be kept from ap-
proaching each other, but the cheek also
from falling in. Acting on this sugges-
tion, the connexion of the masseter with the
jaw being removed, the latter was sawn
nearly through, and so far back as to include
a portion of the lower part of the ascending
plate. In making this section considerable
difficulty was experienced ; the bone was
again sawn almost through behind the small
molar tooth, and by means of a fine Hey’s
saw ; the two sections were united by an
horizontal one, and the tumour and portion
of jaw-bone to which it was attached, re-
moved together. The portion of bone left
by this mode of operating, was the inferior
edge of the jaw, and was about the one-
eighth of an inch in depth. Great care was
used in making the horizontal section, being
apprehensive of fracturing the portion it was
intended to saw. The wound externally
healed by the first intention ; extremely
little deformity was produced, and Mr.
Glover returned home on the ninth day from
the operation.
He has not visited Quebec since. I heard
from him four days ago ; he was quite well,
and the trifling paralysis of the right side of
the mouth, occasioned by the division of the
portio dura in making the second incision,
was diminishing.
ON
WELL-TIMED BLEEDING.
By THOMAS JEFFREYS, M.D., Liverpool.
PERHAPS there is no point in the whole
range of medical practice, which is some-
times loaded with greater doubt and diffi-
culty than the abstraction of blood about
the crisis of inflammatory diseases of vital
organs; and in no instance does the phy-
sician evince greater proofs of critical
acumen, and accurate observation, not
only as regards the propriety of the step,
but also as to the extent to which it should
be carried, than when he has recourse to
such a remedy, and its effects prove favour-
able. In no disease is it more promptly and
vigorously called for than in pulmonic in-flammation, which is so apt in large towns
to be changed in its character by typhoid
debility. The treatment of this disease may
almost still be considered as the &deg; oppro-
brium medicinae." Notwithstanding this, I
almost shudder when I daily, see and hear
some of our junior brethren confidently ex-
press opinions on the nicest practical points
with an affectation of unerring certainty,
while men who are deservedly at the very
summit of their profession dare only hazard
a cautious conjecture.
With these brief prefatory remarks, I
will endeavour to illustrate what I have
hinted at, by giving an outline of a few
cases, which have mainly called forth what
I wish to convey. I say an outline, for Icould be much more minute in my detail of
them, from the materials in my possession,
were it not that prolixity might prove irk-
some to the readers of your Journal.
It is now full thirty years since (when a
medical practitioner in the environs of Lon-
don) I had an opportunity of attending a
patient with (the now venerable) Dr. Bab-
ington, in a case which made such an im-
pression upon my mind, that I have often
referred to the fact to prove, by what a
slender thread medical skill and medical
reputation may sometimes be suspended.
The case I give from memory. Mrs. W.,
an old lady about 73 years of age, of very-
spare habit, had a severe attack of pneu-
monia, which required all the skill and prac-
tical tact which Dr. Babington was then
well known by me to possess. When the
crisis of the disease was close at hand, it
became a matter of fearful doubt whether
the active treatment which had been em-
ployed would terminate the inflammation
favourably, or whether effusion into the
cavity of the chest, or typhoid debility,
would supervene and obliterate all hopes of
recovery. A few hours before Dr. Babing-
ton’s evening visit, such urgent symptoms
came on as induced me to apply leeches on
the seat of disease. During the application.
of these he came in, and was so struck with
the change for the worse, that he proposed
the immediate removal of the leeches, under
the impression that the patient was " in
articulo mortis; " they were accordingly in-
stantly taken off, and a placebo was pre-
scribed. On the following morning, instead
of finding our patient dead, as we fully ex-
pected, there was such a change for the bet.
ter as permitted us to cherish every pros.
pect of recovery. Nor could we solve this
singular enigma until we were told that
both the body and bed-linen were deluged
with blood, which, upon more close exami-
nation, we found had proceeded from a
single leech-bite. This had continued to
ooz during the whole night, unfelt by the
